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Sur la compatibilité arrière

Guillaume Munch-Maccagnoni
On backwards compatibility
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Michael Snoyman from the Haskell community

https://www.snoyman.com/blog/2017/04/enough-with-backwards-compatibility/
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https://www.snoyman.com/blog/2018/04/stop-breaking-compatibility/
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https://stackoverflow.blog/2019/11/14/why-is-the-migration-to-python-3-taking-so-long/
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news.ycombinator.com/item?id=21536468

One comment among many



Guillaume Munch-Maccagnoni
https://www.mungingdata.com/scala/maintenance-nightmare-upgrade/
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Jane Street developer

Aestethics as an argument

Led to discussions during the talk.

- Impact still visible today
- "Just a warning" does not matter:
  - dune fails on warnings
  - encourages to ignore warnings
  - encouraging to disable selectively means this should be done upstream (i.e. not deprecating in the first place)
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Change strings to become read-only, add mutable strings as a different module

Became default 3 years later and 4 minor releases later. Not the best conversion path.

Yes, one must read the release notes and pay attention to the "*" changes
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blog.camlcity.org/blog/bytes1.html
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Source: OCaml github

Eventually not accepted, but many in favour who did not mention/invesigate the impact on existing code...
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...despite a bigger impact than the deprecation of Pervasives
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Change (non-breaking for once), interesting for the conversion effort required despite looking minor
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language blaming the users
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https://semver.org/
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https://snarfed.org/2022-03-10_were-drowning-software-dependencies



Se soucier des utilisateurs
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Caring about users
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nn-SGblUhi4

Linus Torvals speaking

Ethical (possibly utilitarian) take on backwards compatibility
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Story of an example where some compatibility patch had to be added (Change in Linux versioning scheme)
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Another example from Linus

https://lkml.org/lkml/2019/9/15/241
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https://www.joelonsoftware.com/2000/05/24/strategy-letter-ii-chicken-and-egg-problems/

Blog post that first told this famous backwards-compatibility story. Develops a utilitarian argument in favour of compatibility.
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Alan Cox speaking
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Alan Cox speaking
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Notice no blaming of the users



Des tentatives pour
casser les choses de façon responsable
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Attempts to break things responsibly
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https://jolynch.github.io/posts/semver_considered_harmful/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tISy7EJQPzI&t=1032s
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https://abseil.io/about/compatibility
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https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3194793.3194794
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https://www.reddit.com/r/rust/comments/wcw93o/comment/iif0676/
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OCaml discuss





Les Éditions de Rust
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Rust's "Editions"
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https://doc.rust-lang.org/edition-guide/editions/index.html
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https://www.open-std.org/jtc1/sc22/wg21/docs/papers/2020/p1881r1.html
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